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COURSE TITLE:   DRAMA  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD:   AQA 
 
Material studied on the course: 
Acting, directing, make-up, costume, set design, mask, stage lighting and sound; all presented in a fun and 
exciting way.   The play studies is “ The 39 Steps” written by Patrick Barlow. 
 
Skills to be developed: 
Academic: 
 
 Analysis and understanding of play scripts, including translating drama from the page to the stage. 
 Critical analysis of drama in performance including one’s own performances and professional shows 

visited. 
 Writing objectively about performance and rehearsal developing essay writing skills. 
 Imagination and creativity. 

 
Social and Personal: 
 
 Being a member of a team; co-operation, responsibility for the group and the self, motivation of others 

and self-motivation, expression of ideas and opinions and listening to others. 
 Confidence, discipline and positive attitude. 
 
Theatrical: 
 
 Acting: improvisation and working from a script, directing, characterisation, vocal and physical skills 

and masks are some aspects of theatre history. 
 Technical:  theory of lighting and sound in a theatrical setting. 
 Design:  theory and/or practical costume, make-up and prop design. 
 
Methods of Assessment: 
Practical work is formally assessed throughout the course and the best marks submitted as part of the final 
GCSE, representing 60% of the total mark comprising, 40% practical mark and 20% accompanied by a 
written piece of work (the devising log).  
 
This includes performance of a devised piece of Drama which must be There is also a performance of two 
extracts from a set play. 
 
The written paper at the end of Year 11 consists of four questions on an extract from a set play and a two 
part essay, on visits to the professional theatre.  There is also a short multiple choice section.  This 
represents the remaining 40% of the final mark. 
 
Special Requirements: 
 All students must attend a minimum of two arranged theatre visits over the 2 years.    
 All students must keep a record of their practical course work and complete all written assignments. 
 Where possible, students should actively involve themselves in local theatre groups. 
 All students must recognize that some homework will require them to arrange rehearsals as a whole 

group. 
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Approach/Techniques of Study: 
 
The majority of the work is approached practically but knowledge and skills learned in this way are 
consolidated with reflective writing and discussion. 
 
 
Homework demands: 
Once or twice weekly.   The content will vary widely from practical rehearsals, writing up notes on the 
practical work done in lessons, learning lines, monologues, projects on design, research, observation, 
review and essay writing or preparing props or costume.    
 
Course requirements: 
Energy and enthusiasm!   ‘A strong interest in drama and theatre’ 
 
 Practical skills:  students do not need to be the next Emma Watson or Robert Pattinson but a 

willingness to get up and have a go is essential. 
 Academic ability:  students need to be fairly literate if they are going to do really well in the exams as 

60% of the final mark is based on written work, many students do reasonably well in the final exam 
despite difficulties in these areas. 

 
For more information please contact: Mr Cartwright 
 
 
 
 


