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A very warm welcome to our Year 6 newsletter for all those parents of primary 
school children who may be considering The Lakes as their child’s chosen 
secondary school in the years ahead. The information in this newsletter should 
help you find out about life at The Lakes School with some handy website links 
which will take you directly to the things we think you need to know.  
Normally, it is during September when we would be welcoming parents and their 
children to our open day and open evening but you will understand that we are 
not currently able to welcome visitors to the school due to the risks associated with coronavirus. 
However, we have a number of things in place which will support you through the process of finding 
out about The Lakes School.  
Most importantly, we would like to keep the personal approach to working with parents at a time when 
you are making such an important decision about your child’s secondary school. With this in mind, 
you might like to take up our offer of a remote meeting with Mr Cunningham, our Headteacher, or with 
another member of staff who has specific 
responsibility for an area of the school such as 
SEND or pastoral support. You can read more in 
the blue box below! 
We thank you warmly for your interest in The 
Lakes School which comes at a time when 
Ofsted have provided us with a resounding 
endorsement for the strong partnership that 
exists between governors, staff, parents and 
students. Care, a desire to listen and calm 
assurance provide the foundation for the way we 
support children and families and we very much 
look forward to welcoming you and your child to 
The Lakes School in the years to come. 
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Would you like to arrange a remote meeting? 

Whilst our website, newsletters and Facebook page provide a huge 
amount of detail about life at The Lakes School, it’s important that you also 

have an opportunity to speak to staff about the school.  

We recognise that being able to ask questions and find out more information about specific 
aspects of our school is so important to all parents and we are delighted to be able to offer 

remote meetings via Microsoft Teams or Zoom.  
Our Headteacher, Mr Cunningham, will be delighted to meet you remotely to answer your 

questions and to learn about how The Lakes School can best support your child in the years 
ahead. You might also like to speak to a specific department, member of staff or governor.  

Mrs Bell, Headteacher’s PA, will be only too pleased to organise a remote meeting for you so do 
give her a call on 01539440814 or email on donna.bell@lakes.cumbria.sch.uk. 
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Student Destinations and Aspirations 

Having a Sixth Form at The Lakes School provides a great long term prospect for our students 
and each year a significant number of our Year 11 students make the transition to Year 12 to 

study A-Levels. Sixth Form students like the fact that staff know them well and they are also able 
to access pastoral support from a dedicated team who have also come to know them well over 

many years.  
Our Year 13 students have an excellent reputation for securing a place at their first choice 

university and we regularly support students through applications to Oxford and Cambridge 
along with the BMAT process; anything to help our students stand out!  

Whilst we are of course proud to support our Year 13 students in to undergraduate study, we are 
equally proud of our work to support all of our Year 11 and Year 13 students in to college 

courses and apprenticeships across a wide range of institutions in Cumbria and Lancashire.  
Click on these links to find out about our options programmes in Year 8, Year 9 and Year 12. 

Our Prospectus 

Click here to view our 
online prospectus which 

provides a handy 
overview of life at The 

Lakes School.  

Social Media 

One of the best ways to find out about life at The Lakes School is 
through our Facebook page and our YouTube channel. Both 
provide a wonderful insight to student life. Scroll through the 

news on our Facebook page and watch videos of fond memories 
captured on our YouTube channel.  

Our students cement so many vivid memories during their time at 
The Lakes School; memories of adventure, achievement and 

friendship. Follow the links below and take a peek! 
Facebook Page                     YouTube Channel
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Ofsted: Graded good in all areas 

Ofsted inspectors visited The Lakes School in November 2019 and we were so very pleased that 
they judged our school to be good in all areas. Inspectors recognised our strengths in so many 

areas including leadership at all levels including governance, safety, curriculum, student 
achievement, behaviour, personal development and the support we provide to meet the learning 
and pastoral needs of all of our students. Inspectors also recognised the fantastic contribution that 

our Sixth Form students make to the life of the school.  

Whilst we were graded good in all areas, you will be pleased to know that we continue to make 
improvements at The Lakes School and this comes from listening carefully to our community and 

making decisions that are in the best interests of our students, parents and staff.  

Click here if you would like to visit the Ofsted page of our website. 

http://www.thelakesschool.com
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‘Becoming a Lakes 
School governor has been an 

incredibly rewarding experience. 
The role challenges me, provides 
me with an opportunity to develop 

and learn new skills, all whilst 
supporting the school as it grows 

from strength to strength.’ 

Hannah Irwin 
Governor at The Lakes School

‘Participating in the governance of 
this extremely important asset 
within our community provides 
opportunity to ensure that the 

quality of the education provided is 
sustained, enhanced and 

responsive to the diverse needs of 
our students with the objective of 

achieving the best of outcomes for 
all.’ 

Bill Smith 
Governor at The Lakes School

‘Schools are an important part of 
local communities. Being a 

governor at The Lakes School has 
given me the opportunity to help the 

school along on their journey of 
continual improvement, providing 

the young people in our community 
with the quality of education that 

they deserve.’ 

Sarah McGraw 
Governor at The Lakes School

Trust, openness and respect underpin our work with all members of The 
Lakes School community. 


Combined, these principles shape the way we all work together through the 
Parent Forum, the Lakes School Community Partnership and the Governing 

Body. It is only in this atmosphere of trust, openness and respect that we can 
talk about strengths and areas for improvement and truly identify 

opportunities to improve the school for students, parents and staff.


If you are thinking about getting involved with life at The Lakes School then 
these principles should also provide you with reassurance that your views 

and ideas will be valued and welcomed.

http://www.thelakesschool.com
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Earn Amazon gift vouchers  by collecting merits. You could earn £75 worth in one year!

We believe strongly that children should be rewarded  
All staff at The Lakes School are encouraged to look out for 

students who are meeting our high expectations so that they can 
award merits. Merits translate in to Amazon vouchers which can 
be spent at the school shop. We love rewarding students and 

hearing stories of how our students have used their rewards as 
presents for family members! We have also recently awarded our 
first Lakes School Badges. Alongside our celebration assemblies, 

annual awards evening and so much more, our students have 
every reason to enjoy coming to school. 

£75

http://www.thelakesschool.com
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