
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our RE Curriculum 
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Consulting the views of pupils & parents 
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OVERVIEW 

Religious Education (RE) is a vital subject that is taught to all students in Key Stages 3 and 4 at 

The Lakes School. We consider it to be of the upmost value to our young people, helping them 

foster the skills necessary to reflect spiritually about their own faith, the faith of others, as 

well as upon non-religious views.  

The new RE Curriculum for The Lakes School (Years 7-11) sets out to explore, within the 

context of a safe learning environment, two key areas. 

The diversity of religious belief and practice 

Across Key Stage 3, all pupils study the foundational tenets of Christianity, Judaism, Sikhism, 

Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam. They therefore develop a robust and rounded understanding 

of how beliefs and values and practices can and do vary across the globe and across 

communities here within the UK. They tackle key concepts like ‘religion’, ‘secularity’, 

‘spirituality’ and ‘worldview’, and explore the notion that worldviews are complex and 

diverse. They investigate and identify shared beliefs and practices as well as differences. They 

study closely the rituals, practices, foundational texts, architecture and art of different faiths 

and evaluate how these all help shape believers’ experience, beliefs, values, identities and 

commitments. 

The complexity of life’s ‘Big Questions’ 

Across Key Stage 4, all pupils explore some of the foundational questions that humans have 

asked themselves for millennia. They discuss the origins of the universe, the meaning of life, 

the existence of life after death, the sanctity of marriage, the morality of war, stewardship of 

the environment and more through the lens of Christian, Islamic and non-religious belief and 

teaching. They thus explore how faith may offer responses to fundamental questions of 

meaning and purpose raised by human experience as well as the different roles that religions 

play in providing people around the world with ways of making sense of their lives. 

. 

 

The role of stakeholder feedback 

Gathering the views of pupils and parents is essential for a school to ensure its RE (Religious 

Education) curriculum is relevant and up to date. By listening to their perspectives, the 

school can address current issues, tailor lessons to real concerns, and foster a supportive 

environment. Engaging these voices also builds trust and inclusivity, making pupils feel 

valued and more engaged in their learning and helping to parents understand and support 

the curriculum. 

THIS SURVEY OF PUPIL AND PARENT VIEWS WAS CONDUCTED IN JULY 2024. 

THE ACTIONS FORMULTED IN RESPONSE TO IT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED DURING THE 2024-25 

ACADEMIC YEAR. 

 



PUPIL FEEDBACK 

After careful analysis of the answers provided by nearly 200 of our pupils, it is with immense 

pride that we can report that our brand-new RE Curriculum, launched in September 2022, has 

apparently been overwhelmingly positively received! Perhaps even more importantly, it has 

come to be valued by our pupils as an important and worthwhile part of their school 

experience. 

In July 2024, we conducted a survey using Microsoft Forms (see below for the full results) and 

here are some of the key takeaways from that survey: 

99% consider their RE lessons to be ‘very’ or ‘mostly’ engaging 

96% consider their RE topics to be ‘very’ or ‘mostly’ interesting or challenging 

92% consider their RE lessons ‘very much’ or ‘mostly’ encourage them to reflect on 

their own values and beliefs 

90% consider their time spent in RE to be ‘very much’ or ‘mostly’ of value to them 

 

 

  



PARENT FEEDBACK 

After careful analysis of the answers provided by nearly 30 of our parents / guardians, it is 

once again with immense pride that we can report that our brand-new PSHE Curriculum has 

apparently been overwhelmingly positively received!  

In July 2024, we conducted a survey using Microsoft Forms (see below for the full results) and 

here are some of the key takeaways from that survey: 

100% consider our RE topics to be ‘very’ or ‘mostly’ interesting or challenging 

100% consider our RE curriculum to ‘very much’ or ‘mostly’ meet the 

recommendations made by SACRE for Cumbria 

97% consider our RE curriculum to be ‘very much’ or ‘mostly’ sufficiently broad 

 

 

 

 

 

  



RESPONDING TO FEEDBACK 

Listening to feedback from pupils and parents about our RE Curriculum is crucial for continuous 

improvement. The insights provided highlight the strengths and weaknesses in our current provision 

but also suggest areas for improvement, ensuring that our RE Curriculum aligns with the evolving 

needs of our pupils, making it more relevant, engaging and effective.  

Suggestions that have not resulted in changes to the curriculum 

That being said, it is, of course, impossible to act on every suggestion made, especially when it has, 

perhaps, limited relevance or boasts little evidence of widespread support. We also simply don’t have 

the capacity either in staff time or in timetable space to accommodate every desire. 

It is also worth pointing out that some suggestions simply cannot be acted upon. 

Here are two examples: 

• An extremely small number of pupils and parents complained about the presence of RE on 

the curriculum at all but it cannot be removed, even should we wish it (which we don’t), 

due to statutory requirements 

• An extremely small number of pupils and parents suggested adding lessons on ancient 

religions but these do not form part of the recommendations of the SACRE for Cumbria 

which we are obliged to follow 

 

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN LIGHT OF STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK 

Changes to the curriculum for 2024-25 

1. Although it was a suggestion only made by only one parent (highlighted in purple below), an 

exploration of Humanism will now be added as it was felt by the both the Humanities 

Faculty and by school leadership that this was an excellent suggestion.  

2. In light of the fact that ‘only’ 97% of parents felt our RE Curriculum was sufficiently broad, 

lessons on Taoism, Shintoism, the Baha’I Faith and more will now be added.  

Extra-curricular action for 2024-25 

3. We will continue to work with the Northern Inter-Schools Christian Union (NISCU) and Good 

News for Everyone on a programme of assemblies, special workshops and clubs.   



Responses Overview Active

1. What is your SURNAME (eg Smith)? (0 point)

189
Responses

Latest Responses

"Murray"
"Murphy"

"Campbell"
. . .

2. What is your FORENAME (eg Sam)? (0 point)

190
Responses

Latest Responses

"Max"
"William"
"Lexie"

. . .

3. In what Year Group are you? (0 point)

Responses

190
Average Score

0
Average Time

02:00

3 respondents (2%) answered Batty for this question. Update

Batty SmithThomas Davidson

MarshallmapletoftSharplesConlin

Tyson
Gough MurdochReardon

Carrie

Osborne

Lowe
Arroyo Callaghan

Fahy-Coward

Hodgson-Jones

nunez

castro

5 respondents (3%) answered Max for this question.

Max NiamhSam
riley

Olivia

Thomas
Lily

Marnie

JasmineMaya

william

billy

Arthur

Luca

FreyaMolly
george

Dylan

Freddie Ellie Mai

Year 7 48

Year 8 36

Year 9 35

Year 10 35

Year 11 36



4. Would you say that Mr Pickering has created PowerPoints that are well-presented and engaging? (0 point)

5. Would you say that Mr Pickering has created supporting resources (when required) that are well-designed and effective? (0 point)

6. Would you say that Mr Pickering has chosen videos (where relevant) that are appropriate and informative? (0 point)

7. Thinking back on the topics you have studied in RE over the last two years (or less), would you say that Mr Pickering has chosen religious
ideas and practices that are interesting to learn about? (0 point)

Yes! They are very well-presented and engaging! 132

Mostly. They are mostly well-presented and
engaging. 56

No. They are poorly presented and unengaging... 2

Yes! They are very well-designed and effective! 127

Mostly. They are mostly well-designed and effective. 60

No. They are poorly designed and ineffective... 3

Yes! They are very appropriate and informative! 137

Mostly. They are mostly appropriate and informative. 51

No. They are inappropriate and pointless... 2

Yes! They are interesting to learn about! 107

Mostly. They are mostly interesting to learn about. 75

No. They are not interesting... 8



8. Thinking back on the topics you have studied in RE over the last two years (or less), would you say that Mr Pickering has chosen religious
ideas and practices that encourage you to think about what you think? (0 point)

9. Would you therefore say that your time spent in your RE lessons over the last two years (or less) has been of value to you? (0 point)

10. Having looked closely at the Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, would you say Mr Pickering has designed
a five-year RE curriculum that covers lots of interesting or challenging topics? (0 point)

11. Having looked closely at the Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, would you say Mr Pickering has designed
a five-year RE curriculum that makes room for a sufficiently broad range of religions and ideas? (A unit on Judaism is currently planned f
or Year 9.) (0 point)

Yes! The things we study encourage me to think
about my own beliefs! 103

Mostly. The things we study sometimes encourage
me to think about my own beliefs. 72

No. The things we study never make me think about
my own beliefs... 15

Yes, it certainly has! 90

I suppose it has, mostly. 81

No. 19

Yes! It covers lots of interesting or challenging topics! 121

Mostly. It covers mostly interesting or challenging
topics. 64

No. It covers uninteresting topics... 5

Yes! There is a broad range of religions and ideas! 122

Mostly. There is quite a broad range of religions and
ideas. 64

No. There is an insufficient range of religions and
ideas... 4



12. Having looked closely at PAGES 2&4 of Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, would you say Mr Pickering has
designed a five-year RE curriculum that successfully meets the recommendations made by Cumbria's Standing Advisory Council on Relig
ious Education (SACRE)? (0 point)

13. Having looked closely at the Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, are there any topics that you think should
be taught at a different point? (For example, is there any topic in Year 10 that should be taught in Year 8? Or any topic in Year 7 that sh
ould be taught in Year 9?) Please answer No if not. (0 point)

190
Responses

Latest Responses

"No"
"No not really"

"No"
. . .

14. Having looked closely at the Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, are there any topics that you think are mis
sing? Is there anything you'd like Mr Pickering to try to add? Please answer No if not. (0 point)

190
Responses

Latest Responses

"No"
"No I am not sure"

"No"
. . .

Yes! It successfully meets the recommendations! 125

Mostly. It mostly meets the recommendations. 61

No. It fails to meet the recommendations... 4

2 respondents (1%) answered business tasters for this question.

business tasters yryear
Christianity topicstaster lessons

lessons in year waste of time actually just sitting

point of school

random people fictional stories

different
harder aswellbit

opinion

fine

couple

buissnessno more re or phse

3 respondents (2%) answered Yes for this question.

Yes NopeNot sure No if not
aztecs religions tribe religion

vegan and vegetarian

sleeping lesson

small tribe
Christmas story story in detail

Business study

tierd

stufffine

group work

mp
Ko

Clothlocism

No look



Responses Overview Active

1. What is your SURNAME (eg Smith)? (0 point)

29
Responses

Latest Responses

"Kilner"
"Seeds"
"Glenn"

. . .

2. What is your FORENAME (eg Sam)? (0 point)

29
Responses

Latest Responses

"Alice"
"Amanda"

"Houghton"
. . .

3. In which Year Groups do you have children attending The Lakes School? (0 point)

Responses

29
Average Score

0
Average Time

03:11

1 respondents (3%) answered Flores-Rodriguez for this question.

Flores-Rodriguez
Harrop-Peel
Fahy-CowardTurner

Baxter

CunniffCallaghan

Debska Hedley

Coulson
Haft

Mcnabb

Demaine

Thompson Witte

Stevens

Taylor

Wright

CarlaRoe

2 respondents (7%) answered Agnieszka for this question.

Agnieszka Rachael ClareJason
TaranJade Anna

Lauren
Nichola

Paul Michael
Jodie
Karen
MariaAmy

Helen Ester

Jane
Claire
Sukey
Joanne

Year 7 8

Year 8 4

Year 9 8

Year 10 6

Year 11 3



4. Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, would you say Mr Pickering has designed a five-y
ear RE curriculum that covers lots of interesting and/or challenging topics? (0 point)

5. Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, would you say Mr Pickering has designed a five-y
ear RE curriculum that makes room for a sufficiently broad range of religions and ideas? (A unit on Judaism is currently planned for Ye
ar 9.) (0 point)

6. Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, would you say Mr Pickering has designed a five-y
ear RE curriculum that successfully meets the recommendations made by Cumbria's Standing Advisory Council on Religious Educat
ion (SACRE)? (0 point)

7. Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, are there any topics that you think should be taug
ht at a different point? (For example, is there any topic in Year 10 that should be taught in Year 8? Or any topic in Year 7 that should be t
aught in Year 9?) Please answer No if not. (0 point)

29
Responses

Latest Responses

"No"
"No"
"No"
. . .

Yes. 24

Mostly. 5

No. 0

Yes. 26

Mostly. 2

No. 1

Yes. 26

Mostly. 3

No. 0

29 respondents (100%) answered No for this question.

No school curriculumreligion

not have a placeplacebelief



8. Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, are there any topics that you think are missing? Is
there anything you'd like Mr Pickering to try to add? Please answer No if not. (A unit on Judaism is currently planned for Year 9.) (0 poin
t)

29
Responses

Latest Responses

"No"
"Ancient religion would be interesting and fun- Viking/Native American/Aborigina… "
"Other than Judaism being absent, there is far too little emphasis on Christianity fa…"

. . .

3 respondents (10%) answered religions for this question.

religions ChristianYear
emphasis on other religionsChristian valuesreligion would be interesting

religions are similar religions such as Islam

Ancient religion

Christian view
values and beliefs

Christian country

emphasis on Christianity

little emphasis

beliefs and attitudesAboriginal/Druid

Muslims

religious conflict pro lifeJudaism being absent



PUPIL SUGGESTIONS 
 
13. Having looked closely at the Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, 
are there any topics that you think should be taught at a different point? (For example, is there 
any topic in Year 10 that should be taught in Year 8? Or any topic in Year 7 that should be taught 
in Year 9?) Please answer No if not. 
 

ID Name Responses 

41 anonymous 
More of the Christianity topics should be taught in yr 7 and then different and 
harder topics a bit later 

121 anonymous 
RE is a waste of time and you get nothing out of it , it is almost like you are just 
trying to waste our time , I thought the point of school was to learn but were 
actually just sitting around whilst some random people tell us fictional stories 

139 anonymous Catholic 

 

 

 

14. Having looked closely at the Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent on EduLink, 
are there any topics that you think are missing? Is there anything you'd like Mr Pickering to try 
to add? Please answer No if not. 
 

ID Name Responses 

64 anonymous Mabey aztecs religions or small tribe religion 

139 anonymous Clothlocism 

158 anonymous Christmas story in detail 

 

 



PARENT SUGGESTIONS 

7. Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, are 
there any topics that you think should be taught at a different point? (For example, is there any 
topic in Year 10 that should be taught in Year 8? Or any topic in Year 7 that should be taught in 
Year 9?) Please answer No if not. 
 

ID Name Responses 

24 anonymous 
No although it is my belief that religion should not have a place in school 
curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.Having looked at the RE Curriculum Map for Years 7 to 11 that you were sent via email, are 
there any topics that you think are missing? Is there anything you'd like Mr Pickering to try to 
add? Please answer No if not. (A unit on Judaism is currently planned for Year 9.) 
 

ID Name Responses 

9 anonymous Humanism 

16 anonymous 
Abortion and pro life (Christian view) - maybe in Year 11? In spite of religious 
conflict, how religions are similar in many aspects. What values and beliefs do 
they share? 

27 anonymous 

Other than Judaism being absent, there is far too little emphasis on Christianity 
far too much emphasis on other religions such as Islam. We are a Christian 
country after all and yet, as an example, in Year 11 it appears that as much time 
is given to the beliefs and attitudes of Muslims as it is to Christians. I would 
guess that less than 1% of the pupils at school are Muslim and the other 99% 
were either baptised, or at least raised with Christian values. . 

28 anonymous 
Ancient religion would be interesting and fun- Viking/Native 
American/Aboriginal/Druid/Pagan 

 

 

 


