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Dear Student,

This booklet outlines the courses available at The Lakes School for current Year 9
students as they begin their GCSE studies in September 2026. Making choices at this
stage allows the school to plan the curriculum carefully so that courses are organised
effectively ahead of the start of Year 10. This is an important and exciting point in your
education, and itis essential that you take time to read through the information provided
and think carefully before making your final decisions.

Choosing your GCSE subjects is an important step in shaping the next stage of your
learning. Your choices should take into account your interests, strengths, current
progress and possible future pathways so that your experiencein Years 10 and 11 is both
engaging and successful. At The Lakes School we aim to offer a broad and balanced
range of subjects that support different ambitions and talents while ensuring that
students are well prepared for further education, training or employment.

All students will receive support during the options process, including an individual
meeting with a careers adviser during the year. You are also encouraged to speak with
your subject teachers, tutors and family members so that you can make informed
choices that are right for you.

Please note that while we aim to offer the full range of subjects listed in this booklet,
some courses may not run if there are insufficient student numbers. In addition,
subjects are organised into option blocks, which means some courses will run at the
same time and cannot be taken together. The final option blocks will be created after
consultation with students. Our aim is always to design a curriculum that meets
students’ needs and supports every learner in achieving their best.

Sharon Rainey

Headteacher
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Year 9 Options Choices

In Key Stage 4, most of your time is spent in core subjects. Every student follows these subjects. Core
subjects take up 15 of your 25 lessons a week.

The Core
Enslish Four lessons per week
g GCSE in English Language and GCSE in English Literature
Four lessons per week.
Maths GCSE in mathematics
Science Five lessons per week
Two GCSEs in science for every student
One lesson per fortnight
RE .
Non-examined.
PE One lesson per week
Non-examined core PE lessons
PSHE One lessoh per fortnight
Non-examined.
OPTIONS:

Choosing your GCSE subjects is an exciting milestone. To ensure every student leaves school with
a broad and balanced curriculum that keeps as many doors open as possible for the future, we have
designed our options process to cover a wide range of skills.

To help you achieve a well-rounded set of qualifications, we ask that your 4 choices include subjects from
at least two of the following "Core Pillars":

¢ Humanities (Green): Developing an understanding of our world and its history.
¢ Creative Arts (Purple): Cultivating imagination, performance, and design skills.
e Languages (Orange): Building communication skills and global awareness.

By selecting subjects from across these pillars, students develop a mix of analytical, creative, and
linguistic strengths that are highly valued by colleges, universities, and future employers.

Any choices you have left remaining you are welcome to take from anywhere including our 'pathway
subjects' (no colour).

FOR EXAMPLE
Student 1 Student 2 Student 3 Student 4 Student 5
Choose one of: Choose one of: Choose one of: Choose one of: Choose one of:
Humanities Humanities Creative Arts Humanities Humanities
Creative Arts _ _ Creative Arts Humanities
Pathway subject Pathway subject Pathway subject | Creative Arts Creative Arts
Pathway subject Pathway subject Pathway subject _—
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CORE - GCSE Mathematics

Exam board:

EDEXCEL (PEARSON) GCSE MATHEMATICS (1-9) - COURSE CODE: 1MA1

Throughout Year 10 and Year 11 you will study towards three equally weighted terminal exams. These are
all one and a half hours in length and worth 80 marks each. Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a
calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3.

You must sit all three exams at either foundation tier (grades 1 to 5) or higher tier (grades 4 to 9), you
cannot sit a mixture of tiers.

Six main topic areas will be covered across the three exam papers, weighted differently depending on tier
of entry:

Topic Area Foundation Tier Higher Tier
Number 25% 15%
Algebra 20% 30%
Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change 25% 20%
Geometry and Measures 15% 20%
Statistics and Probability 15% 15%

Each paper has a range of question types, in both mathematical and non-mathematical contexts.

The majority of formulae will need to be memorised.

The equipment students should bring to every lesson:
> pen

> pencil

> ruler

> scientific calculator

> compasses

> protractor

Homework:
Homework is set once a week and will support the learning that has taken place in class.

For more information please contact \ Miss Harris, Head of Maths
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CORE - GCSE English Language

Exam board:
EDEXCEL (PEARSON) GCSE (9-1) - COURSE CODE: 1ENO

50% of the GCSE tests reading unseen texts from 19, 20th and 21stcentury.
50% of the GCSE tests writing — of which, 20% is Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) so technical

accuracy in the exam is vital

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PAPER 1
1 hour 45 minutes (40%)

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PAPER 2
2 hours 5 minutes (60%)

Section A

Unseen 19th century fiction — the extract will be
approximately 650 words long and you will answer
questions about it

24 marks
Section B

Creative writing —imaginative writing linked to the
theme of the text in Section A...a choice of 2
questions.

You will be assessed on how well you write for
purpose and audience (i.e. imagine / explore /
entertain).

Spelling, Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar
(SPVaG) will be assessed too!

40 marks

Section A

Comparison of two unseen texts from the 20th and
21stcentury — one non-fiction and one literary non-
fiction (i.e. autobiography)

Shorter questions will ask you to focus on close
reading of the texts; longer questions will ask you to
compare the two texts.

56 marks
Section B
Transactional writing linked to theme in Section A —
you will be asked to write a letter or a newspaper
report.
You will be assessed on how well you write for
purpose and audience (i.e. imagine / explore /

entertain) and SPVAG will be assessed too!

40 marks

Spoken Language Endorsement

This will be a presentation on a topic of your choice to an audience. You will answer questions at the
end of your presentation. It will be recorded and sent to the exam board.
You will be given a pass, merit or distinction — this will appear on your GCSE certificate.
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CORE - GCSE English Literature

Exam board:
EDEXCEL (PEARSON) GCSE (9-1) - COURSE CODE: 1ETO

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
Paper1 Paper 2
1 hour and 45 minutes (50%) 2 hours and 15 minutes (50%)
Section A Section A
Shakespeare — The Merchant of Venice 19th Century Fiction — A Christmas Carol.
Answer two questions — one based on an extract Answer two questions — one based on a 400 word
from the play; one about the play as a whole. extract from the novel; one about the novel as a
whole.
40 marks
40 marks
Section B Section B
Post 1914 Prose Poetry — Edexcel Poetry Anthology — study of 15
Answer one essay style question about the text poems.
(from a choice of two). Answer one question —named poem (printed for
Spelling, Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar you) and comparison with another poem you have
(SPVaG) is assessed when you write your essay. studied.
40 marks 20 marks
(8 of which are SPVaG) Poetry —two contemporary unseen poems printed
for you in the exam paper. You compare the two
poems, looking at language, structure and themes.
20 marks

Note: you can’t take any texts into the exam room

For more information please contact Mr Barr, Head of English

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered. 9




CORE - GCSE Trilogy Science

Exam Board:
AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY - COURSE CODE 8464 H/F

All Year 10 and 11 students study science at The lakes School. You will complete at least 2 GCSEs as part
of your core subjects. This course features many of the major theories of science, presented in a way that
will encourage you to appreciate their significance. You will explore the key science explanations, which
help us to make sense of our lives. The GCSE science course also explores aspects of science so as to
prepare you to deal with issues such as childhood vaccinations, air quality, and mobile phone safety as
they arise. Future scientists will also benefit from this study of how science works. Central to the science
course is an understanding of the major science explanations and of the key ideas about science. These are
what we want you to take with you from the course and carry with you into your adult life, whether or not

you use science in your work.

This qualification is linear. Linear means that you will sit all your exams at the end of the course.

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

o Cell Biology

o Organization

e Infection and Response
Bioenergetics

e Atomic structure and the
periodic table

e Bonding, structure, and the
properties of matter

Energy

Electricity

Particles and Matter
Atomic Structure

o Homeostasis and Response e Quantitative Chemistry e Forces
e Inheritance e Chemical changes e Waves
o Variation evolution e Energy changes e Magnetism

e Ecology

e The rate and extent of
chemical change

e Organic chemistry

e Chemical analysis

e Chemistry of the atmosphere

Electromagnetism

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e \Written exams: 2 x 1 hourand
15 minutes
e FEachexamis 16.7% of GCSE

Written exam

e Written exams: 2 x 1 hour and
15 minutes
e FEachexamis 16.7% of GCSE

Written exam

Written exams: 2 x 1 hour and
15 minutes
Each examis 16.7% of GCSE

You must sit all six exams at either foundation tier (grades 1 to 5) or higher tier (grades 4 to 9), you cannot

sit a mixture of tiers.

Sitting trilogy science will gain you two science GCSEs.

\ For more information please contact

] Dr Rigby, Head of Science
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CORE - GCSE Triple Science

Exam board:

AQA TRIPLE SCIENCE - COURSE CODE: 8464

If you attain a high standard in your Year 9 end of year assessment, and the head of science agrees

this is suitable for you, you will be eligible to study science modules in addition to those studied as
part of the core subject offer. This will count as one of your option choices.

This qualification is linear. Linear means that you will sit all your exams at the end of the course. Below are
the topics covered. These are the same topics as trilogy, but they are covered in greater depth.

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

What is assessed

e CellBiology

e Organization

e Infection and Response

e Biogenetics

e Homeostasis and
Response

e Inheritance

e Variation and Evolution

e Ecology

Atomic Structure and the
Periodic Table

Bonding, Structure
Properties of Matter
Quantitative Chemistry
Chemical Changes
Energy Changes

the Rate and Extent of
Chemical Change
Organic Chemistry
Chemical Analysis
Chemistry of the Atmosphere
Using Resources

e Energy, Electricity

e Particles and Matter

e Atomic Structure

e Forces, Waves, Magnetism
and Electromagnetism
Space Physics.

How itis assessed

Each GCSE has 2 written exams 1 hour 45 minutes, consisting of multiple choice, structured, closed
short answer, and open response and contribute 50% each, so 6 exams in total.

If you take this route you will gain three separate GCSEs: Biology, Chemistry and Physics

For more information please contact

] Dr Rigby, Head of Science
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Compulsory - PSHE
(Personal, Social, Health and Economic Studies)

This is a compulsory but non-examination subject
Every pupilin Key Stage 4 will have one lesson of PSHE per fortnight
The topics covered are designed to complement and build upon those already explored at Key Stage 3

and the two-year course has been structured around a recommended framework developed by the
national PSHE Association.

Year 10 Personal safety (online hazards, gang culture etc)
Personal health (drugs, alcohol, addiction etc)
Financial literacy (credit, pensions, debt etc)
Careers
Mental health (peer pressure, stress, anxiety etc)
British values (tolerance, free speech, democracy etc)
Year 11 Sex &relationships (consent, contraception etc)
Mental health (exam stress, work-life balance etc)
Consumerism (responsible, ethical, charitable etc)
Careers

Compulsory RE (Religious Studies)
This is a compulsory but non-examination subject

Every pupil in Key Stage 4 will have one lesson of RS per fortnight

Whilst the Key Stage 3 RS curriculum is focussed on exploring the rituals and beliefs of various faiths
from around the world, the Key Stage 4 RS curriculum is instead focused on exploring relevant or
contentious topics from modern life in the UK which are explored from Christian, Islamic and non-
religious points of view.

Year 10 What are the origins of the universe?
If God exists, why is there pain and suffering?
Is there life after death?
Can war ever be justified?
What does religion say about the environment?
Is capital punishment moral?

Year 11 What differing opinions are there concerning sexual relationships today?
How have attitudes to divorce changed?
What is the role of the nuclear family today?
What’s the difference between law and justice?

For more information please contact ‘ Mr Pickering, Head of Humanities
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Compulsory - PE (Physical Education)

This is a compulsory but hon-examination subject
All students in Key Stage 4 have 1 x 1 hour lesson of PE each week.

The National Curriculum states that all students up to and including Year 11 must engage in regular Physical
Education. Our ethos for PE and Games in Key Stage 4 at the Lakes School is to encourage everyone to take part
as a means of balancing out the pressure of students’ academic GCSE studies.

Activities are offered to all students on an ‘option’ basis as far as possible, to try and meet all students’ needs
and preferences. PE lessons are used by some to develop their skills and expertise in team games for
assessmentin either GCSE PE or BTEC Sport, whereas others use the opportunity to engage in more recreational
sport and activity.

Activities offered:

Team games including hockey, netball, rugby, football, rounders, cricket, softball, volleyball, basketball and
roller hockey, unihok, dodgeball.

Individual activities including fitness activities (e.g. aerobics, cross-country running, ‘spinning’, circuit training,
weight training & H.1.I1.T training, Pilates & yoga), dance, badminton, table-tennis, trampolining, athletics, tennis.

Leadership All students are encouraged to take on roles other than just a ‘performer’ in PE lessons (e.g. coach,
official) in order to develop their leadership skills. There may also be the opportunity to obtain leadership
qualifications e.g. Sports Leader Level 1, (JSLA), Netball Leader, Hockey Leader, Dance Leader and to put these
skills into practice through a programme of primary school sports festivals.

Skills to be developed:

Practical, physical, aesthetic, communicative, investigative, co-operative and leadership skills via physical
activity in its many forms.

Methods of Assessment:

Continuous individual and group assessment.

Special Requirements:

Full Lakes School P.E. kit as in Key Stage 3.

Please Note:

If students are unable to take part for medical reasons they must have a note from home to explain so. They will
still be expected to be involved in the lesson in an officiating, organising or observation role however.
Approach, Techniques of Study:

Students will be given a choice of activity wherever possible, dependent upon resources, staffing and facilities
available.

For more information please contact Mrs Jeffrey, Head of PE
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Languages - GCSE OPTION - SPANISH

you least expect it.

Exam board:
AQA SPANISH - COURSE CODE: 8698

Learning a language is fun and infinitely rewarding. Itis a skill that you will use throughout your life, often when

Many employers still rank speaking a foreign language as one of the top skills that they look for when seeking to

employ new staff.

The Russell group of universities (the top 24 UK universities) recommends the studying of a foreign language at
GCSE. Spanish is a highly relevant language to speak if you are aiming to work in Europe, Latin America, Africa

and Asia.

You must sit all four exams at either foundation tier (grades 1 to 5) or higher tier (grades 4 to 9), you cannot

sit a mixture of tiers.

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Understanding and
responding to spoken
extracts comprising the
defined vocabulary and
grammar for each tier
Dictation of short, spoken
extracts

Speaking using clear and
comprehensible language
to undertake a Role-play
Carry out a Reading aloud
task

Talk about visual stimuli

Understanding and
responding to written texts
which focus
predominantly on the
vocabulary and grammar
at each tier

Inferring plausible
meanings of single words
when they are embedded
in written sentences
Translating from Spanish
into English

Writing text in the
language ina
lexically and
grammatically
accurate way in
response to simple
and familiar stimuli
Translating from
English into
Spanish

How the exams are assessed:

Written exam:

Foundation
35 minutes
40 marks

Higher
45 minutes

50 marks

25% of GCSE

Speaking exam:

Foundation

7-9 minutes + 15 minutes
supervised preparation
time

50 marks

Higher

10-12 minutes + 15
minutes' supervised
preparation time

50 marks

25% of GCSE

Written exam:

Foundation
45 minutes
50 marks

Higher

1 hour
50 marks

25% of GCSE

Written exam:

Foundation
1 hour 10 minutes
50 marks

Higher
1 hour 15 minutes

50 marks

25% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mr France, Head of MFL
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Humanities - GCSE OPTION - HISTORY

Exam board:
AQA HISTORY - COURSE CODE: 8145

History is fascinating. It can be inspiring or alarming, heartening or disturbing, a story of progress and civilisation
or of catastrophe and inhumanity. Its importance goes well beyond the subject’s intrinsic interest and appeal,
too. Our own beliefs, cultures, values, institutions and ways of living are all shaped by the past. If we want to
understand ourselves fully today, and to understand our many possible futures, then we have no choice but to
study our collective past and learn from it.

And yet History also demands effort. In order to succeed at History GCSE, in order to fully understand and
evaluate the periods you will be studying, you will need to dedicate your time and energy to reading and writing
about the past in comprehensive and robust detail. You will need to maintain clear, comprehensive notes at all

times and practise examination questions frequently.
The course comprises of four topics.

Topics 1 and 2

Topics 3 and 4

What is assessed

What is assessed

PAPER 1 SECTION A: America, 1920-1973

PAPER 2 SECTION A: Power and the People, c1170
to the Present Day

This period study focuses on the development of the
USA during a turbulent half century of change. It was
a period of both opportunity and inequality when
some Americans lived the 'American Dream' whilst
others grappled with the nightmare of poverty,
discrimination and prejudice.

This thematic study enables you to gain an
understanding of the history of protest and rebellion
over time and the associated development of our
democratic rights and institutions. The Unit explores
event after event in depth, seeking to spot common
themes across the centuries.

PAPER 1 SECTION B: Conflict and Tension in Asia,
1950-1975

PAPER 2 SECTION B: Norman England, c1066-
c1100

This wider world depth study focuses on the causes
and events of the Cold War in Asia and seeks to
show how and why conflict occurred and why it
proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose.
The two main foci are the Korean War (1950-53) and
the Vietnam War (1959-75).

This focusses on the major aspects of the Normans’
conquest of England and their rule over it in the
subsequent decades. It offers a wonderful
opportunity to study not only a key turning pointin
our nation’s history but to re-visit the very first topic
you studied when you first arrived in Year 7.

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

o Written exam: 2 hours

e 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar

e 50% of GCSE

Written exam

o Written exam: 2 hours

e 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar

e 50% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mr Pickering, Head of Humanities
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Humanities - GCSE OPTION - GEOGRAPHY

Exam board:
PEARSON GEOGRAPHY B - COURSE CODE: 1GB0

GCSE geography has taken a much broader and balanced view of the world. Using over-arching geographical
issues students are encouraged to apply their skills to understanding changes in a UK context as well as looking
further afield to a more global overview. Wherever possible, recent and relevant case studies will be used to
support student learning.

The course comprises of three units. Components 1 and 2 focus on geographical knowledge, developing case
studies and extended written explanations. Component 3 is a decision-making paper which looks to apply
interpretation, analytical and evaluation skills to the topics covered. Please note, there is no longer a
coursework element, and all assessment is done through written examination.

Component 1 Component 2 Component 3

What is assessed What is assessed What is assessed

Topic 1: Hazardous Earth Topic 4: UK Physical Landscape Topic 7: Biosphere

Topic 2: Development Dynamics Topic 5: UKHuman Landscape Topic 8: Forests under Threat
Topic 3: Urban Challenges Topic 6: Geographical Topic 9: Energy Resources

Investigations

How it is assessed How it is assessed How it is assessed
Written exam Written exam Written exam
e Written exam: 1 hour and 30 e Written exam: 1 hour and 45 e Written exam: 1 hour and 30
minutes minutes minutes
e 94 marks e 94 marks e 64 marks
e 37.5% of GCSE e 37.5% of GCSE e 25% of GCSE
For more information please contact Mr Pickering, Head of Humanities
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Creative - GCSE OPTION - ART

Exam board:
AQA FINE ART - COURSE CODE: 8202

At Key Stage 4 you follow the AQA Fine Art GCSE syllabus and study for three lessons per week.

GCSE Fine Art is a very practical, creative course, with no written paper. It involves exploring different
aspects of art and design, which may include any of the following areas: Fine Art, Graphic
Communication, Textile Design, Three-Dimensional Design and Digital Photography (new media and
technologies). The course encourages you to work independently and develop personal responses to the
themes set.

You will learn to record from observation using drawing and photography, gathering visual information including
studying work by other artists, designers and craftspeople. You will experiment with a range of art media leading
to more resolved final pieces.

Homework is an integral part of the coursework assignments. It is extremely important that it is carried out to
the best of each student’s ability using the skills and methods developed in the classroom. Homework is always
set in relation to the requirements of the coursework completed in class and is set and completed in an
increasingly independent manner as the course proceeds.

The Art Department is open access and art staff are available to help with coursework issues every break and
lunchtime. In addition a regular after school session runs throughout the year for students who wish to extend

their learning.

There are two units of work required:

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 1is a portfolio of practical work. You can focus
on achieving your full potential by developing your
artistic abilities in areas that motivate and inspire
you. It counts for 60% of the total mark.

Critical and contextual studies (studying the work
of artists, designers and craftspeople) are
integrated into all practical assignments, and are
an important element of the course.

Unit 2 is the externally set examination paper. This
is given out in advance to allow for planning and
preparation of ideas.

The exam itself takes ten hours and the mark for the
exam includes this prep time, and counts as 40% of
the total mark.

For more information please contact

Mr Hardy, Head of Art
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Creative - GCSE OPTION - MUSIC

Exam board:
AQA MUSIC - COURSE CODE: 8271

Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. The course is
designed as a relevant and contemporary GCSE qualification that offers students the chance to study a wide
range of musical genres, with many opportunities for practical learning. The course brings the world of music to
life in new and engaging ways, and links to the world around us like never before.

We know that every student has different learning styles and musical tastes, which is why GCSE values all music
styles, skills and instruments.

Students taking music at GCSE should have a genuine interest in the subject through either listening, performing
(Playing, Singing, DJing Rapping, Producing) or song writing/composing. Students opting to take music should
be working at grade 2 standard or equivalent if they sing or play and instrument. Other students (DJ's, rappers or

producers) can also opt for music all the discretion of the music department.

The course comprises of three components.

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Understanding music

Performing music

Composing music

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

o Listening
o Contextualunderstanding

e Solo performance
e Ensemble performance

e Compositionto a brief
e Free composition

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour and 30
minutes

e 96 marks

e 40% of GCSE

Non-exam assessed (NEA)

¢ Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally
marked by teachers and
externally moderated by
AQA.

e A minimum of four minutes
of performance in total is
required, of which a
minimum of one minute
must be the ensemble
performance.

e 72 marks

e 30% of GCSE

Non-exam assessed (NEA)

e Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally
marked by teachers and
externally moderated by
AQA

e A minimum of three
minutes of music in totalis
required.

e 72 marks

e 30% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mr Clarke, Head of Music
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Creative - GCSE OPTION - DRAMA

Exam board:
AQA DRAMA - COURSE CODE: 8261

GCSE Drama is designed to develop your understanding and awareness of live performance work. You will
develop skills required for performing in front of a live audience and you will learn how to prepare both devised
and scripted work for performance. You will study a range of play texts as well as having the opportunity to
experience as much live theatre as possible

This qualification is linear. Linear means you will undertake all non-exam assessment (NEA) in the
certification year and sit the written exam at the end of the course.

Subject content
The subject content for GCSE drama is divided into three components:

1. Understanding drama
2. Devising drama
3. Texts in practice

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

e Knowledge and understanding
of drama and theatre

e Study of one set play from a
choice of six

e Analysis and evaluation of the
work of live theatre makers

e Process of creating devised
drama

e Performance of devised
drama (you may contribute as
a performer or designer)

e Analysis and evaluation of
own work

e Performance of two extracts
from one play (you may
contribute as performer or
designer)

o Free choice of play but it must
contrast with the set play
chosen for Component 1

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour and 45
minutes

e Openbook

e 80 marks

e 40% of GCSE

Practical exam

e Devising log (60 marks)

e Devised performance (20
marks)

e 80 marks in total

e 40% of GCSE

Practical Exam

e Performance of Extract 1 (20
marks) and Extract 2 (20
marks)

e 40 marks in total

e 20% of GCSE

As part of the course you are required to see a live theatre production, where a trip will be organised by

school.

For more information please contact

Mr Cartwright, Head of Drama

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered.




Creative - GCSE OPTION - Design & Technology: Textiles
Exam board:
EDUQAS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY - COURSE CODE: C600QS

This course is designed to build upon the knowledge, skills and understanding learnt at Key Stage 3. It will enable
you to design and make high quality products and is based almost entirely on learning through making.

In Year 10 you will begin with a project that enables you to learn and refine a variety of textile techniques,
entwined with theory knowledge to gain a better understanding of the purpose of textiles within the environment.
You will learn how to create detailed fashion drawings to support your design work, how to pattern-cut and
construct a final piece with accuracy.

You will learn core knowledge and skills of design and technology within the 21 Century; design and technology
and our world, smart materials, electronic systems and programmable components, materials, mechanical
components and devices.

Further projects will follow during Year 10 to refine the skills learnt before starting your main GCSE project in
Year 11, where you will develop your own project based on a variety of themes; fashion, soft furnishings etc.

The course comprises of two components.

Component 1

Component 2

Design and Technology in the 21°* Century

Design and make task

What is assessed

What is assessed

e Technical principles

e Designing and making principles

e Analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider
issues in design and technology

e Identify, investigate and outline design
possibilities

e Design and make prototypes

e Analyse and evaluate design decisions
and widerissues in design and technology

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e Written exam: 2 hours
e 50% of GCSE

Non-exam assessed (NEA)

e Non-exam assessment (NEA) will be
internally marked by teachers and externally
moderated.

e Assignment will be completed in
approximately 35 hours.

e 50% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mr Sharp, Head of Technology
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Pathway - GCSE OPTION - BUSINESS STUDIES

Exam board:
PEARSON BUSINESS STUDIES - COURSE CODE: 1BS0

Every one of you will work in a business when you leave education. Choosing Business helps you understand

what is required to be successful.

The course comprises of two themes.

Theme 1 How Entrepreneurs start businesses

Theme 2 Growing a Global Business

What is assessed

What is assessed

Topic 1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
Topic 2 Spotting a business opportunity
Topic 3 Putting a business idea into practice
Topic 4 Making the business effective

Topic 5 Understanding external influences on
business

Topic 1 Growing the business

Topic 2 Making marketing decisions

Topic 3 Making operational decisions
Topic 4 Making financial decisions

Topic 5 Making human resource decisions

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

The paper is divided into three sections:

Section A: 35 marks
Section B: 30 marks
Section C: 25 marks.

The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-
choice, short-answer and extended-wrpiting

questions.

Questions in Sections B and C will be based on
business contexts given in the paper.

Calculators may be used in the examination

The paper is divided into three sections:

Section A: 35 marks
Section B: 30 marks
Section C: 25 marks.

The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-
choice, short-answer and extended-writing

questions.

Questions in Sections B and C will be based on
business contexts given in the paper.

Calculators may be used in the examination

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
e 90 marks
e 50% of GCSE

Written exam

e \Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
e 90 marks
e 50% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mr France, Head of Business Studies

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered.
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Pathway - GCSE OPTION - PE

Exam board:

AQA PHYSICAL EDUCATION - COURSE CODE: 8582

This course is for you if you play at least one sport (preferably 2 or 3) to a good (or better) level in a club outside
of school and for school teams; You regularly watch and are interested in elite sport; You are interested in the
tactics, techniques, technology of high-level sport/physical activity AND you keep abreast of current
news/issues surrounding sport in society; You are able to revise and learn work for final examinations and you
are interested in studying Physical Education at A-Level.

This course is not for you if you only take part in sport / physical activity recreationally (i.e. with friends in the park
or playground) and if you have never or have only occasionally either played in a school sports team or been
involved in performance-level physical activity.

The course comprises of three components and most teaching takes place in the classroom.

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

The human body and movement
in physical activity and sport

Socio-cultural influences and
well-being in physical activity
and sport

Practical performance in
physical activity and sport

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

e Applied anatomy and
physiology

e Movement analysis

e Physical training

e Useofdata

e Sports psychology

e Socio-cultural influences

e Health, fithess and well-
being

e Use of data

e Practical performance in
three different physical
activities in the role of
player/performer (oneina
team activity, one in an
individual activity and a
third in either ateam orin
an individual activity).

¢ Analysis and evaluation of
performance to bring about
improvement in one
activity.

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour and 15
minutes

e 78 marks

e 30% of GCSE

Written exam

e Writtenexam: 1 hourand 15
minutes

e 78 marks

e 30% of GCSE

Non-exam assessed (NEA)

Assessed by teachers
Moderated by the AQA
100 marks

40% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mrs Jeffrey, Head of PE

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered.
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Pathway - OPTION - BTEC SPORT

Exam board:

PEARSON LEVEL 1/2 BTEC TECH SPORT - COURSE CODE: BSP0

This course is for you if do not like examinations and prefer to be assessed through coursework (although it is
important to note that the course contains a compulsory externally examined module worth 40% of the final
grade). You can still access higher level grades if you only play sport or are involved in activities on a recreational
basis but do not play your sports to a high level, you are able to work independently, keep on top of your workload

and are able to meet deadlines.

This course is not for you if struggle to motivate yourself to work regularly and independently on written
coursework or you prefer to be assessed through exams.

The course comprises of three components.

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Preparing participants to take
part in sport and physical
activity

Taking part and improving other
participants sporting
performance

Developing fithess to improve
other participants performance
in sport and physical activity

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

e Explore types and provision
of sport and physical
activity for different types of
participant

e Different types of sports
clothing and equipment
required for participation in
sport and physical activity

e Beableto prepare
participants to take partin
physical activity

e Understand how different
components of fitness are
used in different physical
activities

e Be able to participate in sport
and understand the roles and
responsibilities of officials

e Demonstrate ways to improve
participates sporting
techniques

e Explore the importance of
fitness for sports
performance

e |nvestigate fithess testing to
determine fitness levels

e |nvestigate different fithess
training methods

e |nvestigate fitness
programming to improve
fitness and sports
performance

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Non-exam assessed (NEA)

e Non-exam internal
assessment set by Pearson,
marked by the centre and
moderated by Pearson.

e The assignment will be
completed in approximately
5 hours of supervised
assessment.

e 60 marks.

e 30% of BTEC

Non-exam assessed (NEA)

e Non-exam internal
assessment set by Pearson,
marked by the centre and
moderated by Pearson.

e The assignment will be
completed in approximately
4 hours of supervised
assessment.

e 60 marks

e 30% of BTEC

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour and 30
minutes

e 60 marks

e 40% of BTEC

For more information please contact

Mrs Jeffrey, Head of PE

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered.
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Pathway - Vocational OPTION - I-MEDIA

Exam board:

OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN I-MEDIA - COURSE CODE: J834

This qualification helps you develop knowledge and understanding relating to the different sectors, products and
job roles in the media industry. Topics covered range from the purpose of legislation in the media industry, to
the code and conventions used to create digital media products which engage the audience.

The course comprises of three components.

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

R093 Creative I-media in the
media industry

R094 Visual identity and digital
graphics

Optional unit

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

e The mediaindustry

e Factors influencing product
design

e Pre-production planning

e Distribution considerations

e Develop visual identity

e Plan digital graphics for
products

e Create visualidentity and
digital graphics

e Topics relevant to the option
chosen by the class teacher.

Options include:-

e Characters and comics

Animation and audio

Interactive digital media

Visualimaging

Digital games

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour and 30
minutes

e marks

o 40% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment

e Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally
marked by teachers and
externally moderated.

e Assignment will be
completed in approximately
10-12 hours

e marks

e 30% of award

Non-exam assessment

o Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally
marked by teachers and
externally moderated

e Assignment will be
completed in approximately
10-12 hours

e marks

e 30% of award

For more information please contact

‘ Dr Rigby, Head of Science
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Pathway - GCSE OPTION - COMPUTING

Exam board:

Pearson - COURSE CODE: J834

The qualification provides a practical approach to developing computational skills, balancing theory

and practical elements of computer science.
The theory aspect of the course explores a range of fundamental principles and concepts from

binary maths to the ethics of Al.

The course provides a solid foundation in programming, using the Python language to complete a
range of activities from fixing errors in code to creating programs to read and write to files.

The course comprises of two components.

Component 1

Component 2

Principals of Computer Science

Application of computational thinking

What is assessed

What is assessed

e Topic 1: Computational thinking
e Topic 2: Data

e Topic 3: Computers

e Topic 4: Networks

e Topic 5: Issues and impact

e Topic 6: Problem solving with
programming

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Written exam

e \Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
e 75 marks
e 50% of GCSE

On screen practical exam

e Exam: 2 hours
e 75 marks
e 50% of GCSE

For more information please contact

‘ Dr Rigby, Head of Science

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered.
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Pathway - Vocational OPTION - HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

Exam board:
EDUQAS LEVEL 1/2 VOCATIONAL AWARD IN HOSPITALITY AND CATERING - COURSE CODE: 5409QA

If you enjoy cooking and are looking to take your skills and knowledge to a much higher level this course will offer
you all of this and more.

Firstly, we guarantee a significant amount of your time will be spent doing the thing you love — cooking. Year 10
is all about learning new skills and gaining the confidence to cook high level dishes with confidence. For
example, you will make your own pasta then create an authentic Italian lasagne from fresh ingredients.

Practical lessons will be interspersed with some theory sessions to prepare you for a written exam taken at the
end of Y11.

Every year we team up with Kendal College to plan a charity fundraising dinner for up to 50 guests.
To date our students have raised over £4000 for deserving causes such as Crohn’s and Colitis UK and Alder Hey
Children’s hospital.

The beauty of this course is that it provides you with a more practical alternative to GCSE and yet itis equalin
weight to a GCSE.

The course comprises of two components.

Component 1 Component 2
The hospitality and catering industry Hospitality and catering in action
What is assessed What is assessed
e Hospitality and catering provision e The importance of nutrition
e How hospitality and catering providers e Menu planning
operate e The skills and techniques of preparation,
¢ Health and safety in hospitality and catering cooking and presentation of dishes
o Food safety in hospitality and catering e Evaluating cooking skills
How it is assessed How it is assessed
Written exam Non-exam assessed (NEA)
e Written exam: Thr 20 minutes ¢ Non-exam assessment (NEA) will be
e 80 marks internally marked by teachers and externally
e 40% of award moderated.
e Assignment will be completed in
approximately 12 hours.
e 120 marks
e 60% of award

For more information please contact Mr Sharp, Head of Technology
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Pathway - Vocational OPTION - ENGINEERING

Exam board:

EDUQAS LEVEL 1/2 VOCATIONAL AWARD IN ENGINEERING - COURSE CODE: 5799QA

If you love making things you will be looking for a course that builds on the enjoyment and skills you’ve
developed so far and gives you the opportunity to take things to a whole new level.

The beauty of this course is that it provides you with a more practical alternative to GCSE and yet itis equalin

weight to a GCSE.

Design & Technology at The Lakes School has a long and proud history for excellence. Our philosophy is about
‘learning through doing’. Our students regularly exceed their targets because they are provided with
opportunities and support to achieve.

Our key driver is the pursuit of quality and we begin the course as we mean to go on.

The course comprises of three components.

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Manufacturing engineering
products

Designing engineering products

Solving engineering problems

What is assessed

What is assessed

What is assessed

e Understanding engineering
drawings

e Planning operations

e Using engineering tools and
equipment

e engineering processes

e Understanding function and
meeting requirements

e Proposing design solutions

e Communicating an
engineered design solution

e Solving applied engineering
problems

e Understanding the effects
of engineering
achievements

e Understanding properties of
engineering materials

¢ Understanding methods of
preparation, forming,
joining and finishing of
engineering materials

e Solving engineering
problems

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

How it is assessed

Non-exam assessment

e Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally
marked by teachers and
externally moderated.

e Assignmentwill be
completed in approximately
20 hours

e 80 marks

e 40% of award

Non-exam assessment

e Non-exam assessment
(NEA) will be internally
marked by teachers and
externally moderated.

e Assignmentwill be
completed in approximately
10 hours

e 40 marks

e 20% of award

Written exam

e Written exam: 1 hour and 30
minutes

e 80 marks

e 40% of GCSE

For more information please contact

Mr Sharp, Head of Technology

Be Inspired. Feel Challenged. Become Empowered.
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